
THE VALUE OF 
HOME MARKING:
A GUIDE FOR PARENTS



The home marking process

Overview

• After your child completes their worksheets each day, mark them using an answer book 
and return them to your child as soon as reasonably possible (We know you are very busy, 
and cannot always do this straight away). 

• Your child makes any corrections, on their own, until all answers are correct. It is best if 
corrections are done as soon as possible before commencing the next day’s worksheets. 

• Your child returns all the marked and corrected worksheets to the Centre on their next 
centre day.

• The Instructor records the initial grades and completion times in your child’s score book. 

It is best if corrections are done as soon as possible, but definitely before commencing the next 
day’s worksheets. 
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2.   For pages where both sides have a perfect 
score, write 100 in the top right hand corner 
of side ‘a’ of the worksheet. 

1.   Draw a large circle (O) on each page that is 
all correct. 

4.   Place a triangle (∆) on the question number 
for any question that has been attempted, 
but is incomplete. An example of this is 
when a student has not reduced a fraction 
to the lowest possible term.

3.   Place a tick (√) through the question 
number of any incorrect or unattempted 
question. This tick indicates that the 
student should check this question again. 

How to mark mathematics

100
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100

6.  A small circle (O) is placed around the tick 
(√) or triangle once the corrections are 
made.

7.   A second tick (√ √) is placed next to the 
first tick, if the answer is still not correct. 
This second tick indicates that the student 
should check this question again.

8.   100 is written on the ‘a’ side of the corrected 
worksheets. N.B. Do not change the original 
grade on the grading scale, as the original 
grade is recorded in the score book. 

5.   Circle the grade on the grading scale that 
corresponds to the number of errors made 
on the ‘a’ and ‘b’ side. 
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How to mark English
2.   For pages where both sides have a perfect 

score, write 100 in the top right hand corner 
of side ‘a’ of the worksheet. 

1.   Draw a large circle (O) on each page that is 
all correct. Sometimes a student’s answer 
may not match the answer book word for 
word but it is still correct. 

3.   Place a tick (√) through the question 
number of any incorrect or unattempted 
question.  This tick indicates that the 
student should check this question again.

4.   Place a triangle (∆) on the question number 
to indicate a minor error of spelling, 
punctuation or inappropriate use of capital 
letters.  Please note:  Where the learning 
focus of the set or page is punctuation or 
spelling, any errors should be indicated by a 
tick (√) through the question number. 

100
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5.  For each incorrect answer (√), deduct the 
specified number of marks from a total 
of 100 as instructed on the page.  If no 
specified value is given, deduct five (5) 
points for each incorrect answer.

6.  For each minor error of spelling, 
punctuation and/or capital letter (∆) deduct 
one (1) point from a total of 100. 

7.   Deduct the appropriate number of points 
from 100 to give a score for each page.

8.   Once students have corrected all errors, a 
score of 100 should be written under the 
initial score. N.B. Do not erase the original 
score out of 100.

100
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The value of home marking

Benefits for student
• It is easier for your child to make corrections while that day’s worksheet content is fresh in 

their mind, rather than several days later at the Centre. 
• The chance of making the same or similar mistakes on the proceeding days’ worksheets is 

minimised. 
• Your child’s understanding of the worksheet content for that day is consolidated.
• After completing any corrections to achieve 100 percent, your child experiences a sense of 

accomplishment and completion each day.

Benefits for parent
• You will see on a daily basis the progress your child is making in the worksheets. 
• Timely recognition and praise for effort and improvement can be given. 
• You can observe your child’s learning condition at home, and communicate specifically 

with the Instructor. 

Impact on study at the centre
• If there were difficulties with the homework, they can be addressed immediately at the 

Centre.
• If there were no difficulties with the homework your child can immediately tackle the 

worksheets set for class with the confidence they have already achieved 100 percent for 
their homework, rather than spending precious time and energy completing homework 
corrections.

• When time taken up doing homework corrections at the Centre is reduced there is more 
time available to study more new worksheets. This develops stamina and increases the 
rate of progress. 
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Request to parents

• Once the work has been marked, students should review their work, locate the mistakes 
on their own and make corrections.  They should find the specific place where they made 
the mistake and erase and correct only that part of the answer.

• Never criticise or scold your child for errors. They are an expected and valuable part of the 
learning process, especially as your child advances to more difficult worksheets. Rather, 
praise them for their effort to learn from their errors.

• If your child is unable to make corrections, please submit them to the Centre as is. 
Please do not teach your child how to solve. We will instruct the child at the Centre in 
order to develop their self-learning ability. If you teach your child how to solve problems 
they cannot do on their own, and submit them to Centre as corrected, the proceeding 
worksheets will be assigned on the assumption that your child understood the content 
of the homework and did the corrections themselves. Teaching may inadvertently foster 
a dependence on you to teach. As such, we do appreciate your understanding and 
cooperation in not teaching.

• Kumon’s ultimate goal is for your child to advance ahead of school grade level through 
the self-study of the worksheets. The home marking process should contribute to the 
development of your child’s self-learning ability.  Students who develop the skill and 
attitude to study on their own and learn from errors can fully realise their academic ability 
and learning potential.   

• While there are many benefits to daily home marking and corrections for your child, 
please do not over burden yourself with home marking. Don’t hesitate to let your 
Instructor know whenever you find it difficult to home mark. Your Instructor is always 
there to support you and your child.

     


